Cheshire West and Chester Council  .
Tattenhall Neighbourhood Plan Consultation    
Comments to be submitted to CWAC by 30th July 2026

A Neighbourhood Plan is essential to establish how a Community will develop in the future, however it has to be realistic in its scale to avoid destruction of the community it is intended to serve.  The current submission detrimentally reverses many of the principles of the 2024 Neighbourhood Plan e.g. small developments around the Village, is too large and places all the development in two very large areas at one end of the Village.   
Tattenhall is a Rural, long established community alongside Farms, with infrastructure which has not changed in this, or in some cases the previous century, despite a number of housing developments both within the Village and at its East and West extremities.   Consequently, existing infrastructure is of a ‘rural’ nature and totally inadequate for many reasons.  e.g. many roads are very narrow and do not have footpaths, sewage treatment cannot cope etc, etc.
The current proposed Neighbourhood Plan envisages a 60% increase in population which will generate a corresponding, but likely greater, increase in cars and traffic.  The Plan is simply an inappropriate development for a small Rural community – even over a long period of time.  Any resident will confirm that the High Street is unable to handle existing traffic at various times during the day and has become a ‘rat run’ between the A41 and A51.  Regular ‘flooding’ of all through roads adds to the above restrictions and the existing congestion is further complicated.  The Plan does not include any meaningful proposals to mitigate this existing dangerous congestion.
When School Buses, Tractors and trailers, Milk tankers, Coaches delivering very young children for overnight stays in the old Secondary School, Cycling Clubs, etc etc are added to domestic and through traffic, congestion on the High Street and connecting roads is extremely hazardous.  It is a fact that Rural roads are 72% more dangerous that Suburban roads. The Plan does not propose any enhancement of existing infrastructure or new infrastructure.  
The logical programme for any new development is to put infrastructure etc in place before development commences, so that construction traffic etc does not cause chaos and damage to existing roads etc.  The Plan does not contemplate, or propose, any such activity before commencement of any new development.
Tattenhall is not alone in having these pressures placed on them due to the demands of the current Government.  There is another route to reduce this proposed unacceptable explosion in rural village populations – by creating a New Town with all the benefits this would bring, supported by the combined authority of Cheshire West and Chester, Cheshire East and Warrington.  This would provide a modern, well designed and prosperous new community connected to existing and new transport links, while allowing existing Villages to grow in a planned way, at a scale which does not disrupt or destroy the existing communities.
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